Video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery under local anesthesia for right empyema secondary to aspiration pneumonia caused by esophageal achalasia: case report.
A 55-year-old man was admitted to the Department of Internal Medicine of our hospital with chief complaints of fever, cough, and right-sided chest pain. Plain radiography of the chest revealed widening of the mediastinum (attributed to esophageal achalasia), pneumonia, and right pleural effusion. According to the properties of the pleural fluid, empyema was diagnosed. Because the empyema was resistant to antibiotic treatment and was in the fibrinopurulent stage, it could not be drained effectively. Therefore, after treatment of the esophageal achalasia by balloon dilatation of the lower esophagus, the empyema was treated by video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery, i.e., by video-assisted thoracoscopic drainage and curettage of the empyema cavity, under local anesthesia.